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Quick Glance At New NeYeShows == digests on inside pages 


Clutterbuck-Biltmore, 12/3/49, -Benn Levy's comedy was welcomed es an “amiable 
farce about sex" by most of the critics. Con votes were filed by Times, World- 
Telegram, Newark News, Variety and Newsweek, Hawkins, World-Telegram, feared the 
play was like all the Noel Cowerd plays he didn’t want to see again, arthur Marget- 
son received top billing in all of the noticese Gibbs, New Yorker, was charmed by 
the fact that the author could write so much about so thin 2 plot, 


Metropole-Lyceum, 12/8/49. Max Gordon production of William Walden comedy about 
the New Yorker magazine opened on Tuesday and closed on Wednesdays NeYeSun Hi 
Phillips’ quipped that the show set a record for being the first play to open and 
close in a revolving door. Ten con reviews, one so-so review, and one pro review 
from the Women's Wear Daily may have been the reason for the swift shutting of the 
play. 


Shows That Closed 


Goodbye, My Fancy-Goldon, 11/17/48-12/10/49. Fay Kanin comedy opens in Chicago 
at the Harris Theatre on December 26 after 13 month run in New Yorke Ann Harding 
replaced Madeleine Carroll in the leading role of the play which drew 18 pro roviows 
at its opening. World-Telegram, Daily Worker, Wall Street Journal, Catholic World, 
Nation and New Republic panned the show. Atkinson, Times, wrote "despite its vir- 
tues of liberalism and good humor, it is an entertaining play”. 


Browning Version-Coronct, 10/2/49-12/10/49. Terence Rattigan's twin bill star- 
ring Maurice Evans and Edna Best closed when theatre party business fcll. News, 
George Joan Nathan, Time, New Republic and New Yorker didn't like either of the one 
act plays. Rest thought the merits of the Browning Version was enough to offsct the 
farcical Harlequinade, 


Megazine Reviewers View the Now Shows -- digests on inside pages 


Tho Closing Door-Empire, 12/1/49, -Five of the reviewers on the weoklics didn't 
approve of Alexander Knox's melodrama starring Mr. and Mrs. Knoxe Billboard’s Bob 
Francis thought it was exciting enough to have tho fomale customers clutching at the 
arms of thoir escorts. Others agreed that Knox, tho actor, outshonc Knox, the 
author, but they thought show was too slow for melodrama, 


The Father-Cort, 11/16/49. Commonweal. and George Joan Nathan found the strind- 
berg revival dull, but for different reasons. Commonweal blamed tho script, Nathan 
blamed the actors and tho director. Latter lists classic as "modern". 


‘Texas Li'l Darlin’ -Hellinger, 11/25/49. Though George Jean Nathan would gladly 
exchange the title for a counterfeit dime, he thinks his readors may siete the 
Anthony Farrell mysical without suffering too much. 


Moss Hart To Stage critics’ Skit 


Moss Hart has agreed to stage Wolcott Gibbs critics’ gketch for the ANTA Albun. 
Sunday, January 29, Several of the critics had objected to the production of the 
setire of the Drama Critics vaarlanes bv tho New Yorkor critics Cast members have not 
yot beon announced. 


NeYeCe At A lance page -- Cumulative Ind ox Issued 
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Checking the Ads 


Giant step forward in the publication of eccuratc thoatro advertising was made 
by the producers of The Closing Door, Thoir display ad featured a photostat of tho 
Barnes, Horald Tribuno, review of the Knox molodramae The reviow was reprinted as 
published with nothing omitted. 


Met ropole 


as Times --Con-- Even with Tracy it is only moderately amusinge Under Kaufman's 
direction it is playcd on the level of a prolonged bellow that is at first dcafcning 
and then stupifying. Might play it noisily to conecal infirmitics of a contrived 
and static script.-Atkinson, 


be Hereld Tribune --Con-- Script sluggish and repetitive. Real cditor of New 
Yorker is far more fascinating and gifted than character. Tracy at top of his form. 
Wonder if euthor really did work at New Yorkcre-B:rncs, 


cs News --Con-= My sole contact with New Yorker cditor is on commutcr train and 
Dutch Treat Club, wouldn't guess there was a play in him and I gucss there isn't. 
Tracy performs miracles of bellowing, mugging, finger-wavinge Yct comedy cver sccms 
to be more of a private joke than a public onc.-Chapmane 


d. Mirror --Con-- Doubt if avcrago playgocr is going to be familiar with charac- 
ters or core overly much about thome Boils down to somctimcs clover jokc which is 
stretched tcnuously over three acts. Starts liko expross train and cnds like a tired 
local. Tracy brilliant, gives show many hilarious moments.-Coleman, 


Ce Compass --So-So-- Whon play is onjoying its best momonts it is truly hilari- 
ous. First rate, intclligent kind of fooling. No tripo, exccpt in plote Play can 
be funny, but author can only do one fumny thing at a timoe Maybe next timc he will 
be able to kccp it up for an ontire eveninge=-Pollacke 


f. Post --Con-=- Tracy and Kaufman both work hard, but play fails to come to life 
Few comic momonts are rare and fer oparte Not much of a narrative.-Watts. 


g> Sun --Con-- Breying, yapping, knockabout comedy that spins for two hours and 
gets nowhere at alle It's not long for this world. Raucous and hollow comcdy, won- 
der why Kaufman and Gordon likcd it, bought it, produced it.e-Morchousc. 


he World-Tologram --Con-- Hedy Lamarr in the audicnec, outshined anything on 
stage at opening. Seoms like rough first draft of what might have been good, sharp 
comedy. Wit is invariably labored, have ective dislike for 011 main charactcrs.- 
Hewkins, 
i. Journal-American --Con=- Keaufmon should have used bluc pencil to make it fun- 
niere Cast is good, but play docs not quite come off. Although it may before long.= 
Garland, 
je Brooklyn Eogle =-=Con-= Even with Tracy it's still a mild to-do, labored in 


its attompts to be funny, good for only one or two genuine laughs. Whole production, 
staging and setting is drabbish.-Currice 


ke Newark News --Con=- Tracy in complete charge of inept and foeble play. Tracy 


gcts no aid from rest of cast, Kaufman's direction can't overcome scrambled and in- 
export script oithere-Fielde 


1. Women's Wear Daily --Pro-- Approached as mere spoofing, playgocr might havo 
enjoyable time with crazy quilt caricaturc, a kind of You Can't Take It With You of 
the magazinc field. Swift in pace and pretty consistently amusings=Dash, 


| 
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Times and Tribune Critics Diffcr Sharply 


Atkinson, Tincs and Bornes, Herald Tribune, have differed sharply on six plays 
this scason, Varicty reverts. This is arousing corment in Broadway theatre circles, 
the trade paper says, doceisc the two pupers arc goneraliy rogardcd as more or lcss 
in the same catcgory and aaving somewhat similar type of readcrshipe 


Cluttcrback 


Qs Varicty --Con-- Offcrs only moderate laughs and becomes progressively tedi- 
Ouss Contrived, only miidiy amasing, Doubtful for NeY,or road, can't be in films 
duc to adultery angle, may be okay for summer stock.~Hobc,. 


b, Billboard --Pro-~ Adds up to satisfactory three acts of frothy ontertainment. 
More than cnough of it is good fun. Credit goes to Houghton's dircction. Fine in- 
terplaying by cast members, make most of cvcry laugh.-Franciss 


ce, Morning Telegraph --Pro-- Highly skilled, ingratiating cast in amusing little 
gay play, Romp in less artful hands would have been disastcore.=-Bolton, 


d. Women's Wear --Pro-- Hardly an important play, but will provide those who see 
it with pleasant evoning.s Sharp, observant writing and excellent charectcrizations 
Plot and some lincs risque, but never beyond bonds of good tastes. Allen, 


e€, Newark News --Con-- Hordly more than flippant anccdote blown up into threc 
stanzas of small talk, some of which is practically infinitesinal.-Ficld, - 


f, Cue -=-Pro-- Not for the kiddics or forgetful grandma, It's for those sophis- 
ticates who know what the world was laughing abeut long before Columbus discovercd 
the first Caribbean cruise, Well, don’t you? Humor stays fresh, smart and tart, 
dialoguc has highball tinkle. Actors enjoy selvcs, so may you»-Gabricl. 


@o Newswock *-Con-- Might have made run of it in '20s, Now it’s cold outside, 
and later than the produccrs think. Few observations are genuincly amusing and ac- 
tors get laughs strictly on thoir own, 


h» Time --Pro-- Has usuel drawbacks of paper thin comedy, but offers a good deal 
more than the usuol rowards. Ofton effervescent and funny. Good cnsemble acting and 
direction, 


i, New Yorker e-Pro-- Hard to imagine a slichter plot, but thanks to unusual 
competence of cast and genial and civilized prosc, cast mantgos to be almost continu- 
Ously entcrtaining, Charmed by fact thet any man would sit down end write so much 
about so little. Interesting charactors presenteds-Gibhs. 


Checking the Ads 


Display ad for That Lady quoted Gcorge Jean Nathen as writing"the play contains 
full-blooded hcroic emotions...sthe romantic splendor of the passions of-...kings and 
statcsmen and princesscs 2s opposed to the littlc, squeaking, psychopathic amours of 
the current stege." Nathan's Journel American column ercdited this thought to Miss 
Cornell, as her reason for vicking the pleyo Nathan is positive the audience would 
go to scc her no mattcr wheat kind of play. she..chasc, 


« 


je Times --Con-= Sophisticated farce by impish playwright, who is using the 
theatre for a lark, Evcn if played in swiftcst, most brittlc etyle, might not bo in- 
ventive enough to fill whoic evening with humorous delight. Number of empty strotch- 
os between amusing switchvs in plote Actors do very well.-Atkinson, 
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Critics Stick to Best American Pley Avierd 

New York Drama Critics (irele wetcd to continue policy of picking the "best 
American play” ond “cart many? of tae Shepmens Veta: atkinson, 
Timcsg Nathan, modafacatior of th. present rule to ellow the 
critics to pick ths “s.s¢ picw' cf the scuscny hut pr posal was rojseved. 


Clutterbuck 


@, Herald Tribune Follows o femilinr and rather agrccable pattcrn, 
Comedy of illicit love with <levcy Lincs and o minimum of stage movencnts Cast makos 
most of sophisticated verbai ping-pcaz 

b. News --Proe« Amiabic, foolish end politcly naughty play and performancce 
Reason British survived tcugh tim-s is thet they cen gct mostest from leastost, Play 
Only cnouch to make fcw puragraphs: but spun out for heppy cnd funny theatrical 
holiday.-Chapman, 


c, Mirror --So-So-- Fasy to sco why produced, offcrs sercral hilerious cpisodcs 
that had majority of first nigntcrs howling ct intcrvals, Despitc some clover lines 
and Margctson’s superletive performancc, it docsn't quite come off.-Colcman, 


d. Compass -*Pro*- Those who havc bcoen clamoring for something Jight os air can 
find it now. Droll story about frivolous, aniabic pcople, convcrsatiion deliciously 
wittye Actors arc polit« loborcrs struggling to ercate euthentic fun whers aps 
pears spontancously, Play should be much funnicr, it is bright idca.-Pollock, 


Go Post =-Pro-= Goods old-fashioned, unashamed sox farce, Don’t add to cultural 
staturc, docs prove to be ratnor pleasent sort of frolic. Providis Mergcetson with 
happy rolce .Dacappoirted tu find slight play didn't save up for trick cncing. 


Might havc been hciped by a song, but it is agrcoable minor fun.-Wattse 


f, Sun --Pro-- Comedy of sexy insult and nonscnses donc in Nocl Coward manner 
without sting of Cowqrd's poisonous wit, It is slight and light, scanty and hap- 
hazerd little piccce When Margetson onstage you will laughs You'll have ae gocd timo 

-Morchouso. 


g> Journeledmorican --Pro-- Hed a high old time, right-as-possible production 
with execllent cest, beautiful beckgrounds, tasteful costumes and wolletcmpered di- 
rection, Bright and bittcr nomscnse with the bright sidc always up.-Gerland, 

ha World Telegram --Con-= Comedy depends on repctition and rhymc. Like all the 
Cowerd pl2ys onc docsn't want to sec again, Acting so good that cannot help wishing 
the ploy itsclf was bottcre-Hewkins. 


i. Brooklyn Egle --So-So-- No Merry ‘ives of Windsor, but its comcdy docs pro- 
voke laughtcr. It is brash, sauey, end now end then, hilarious. It is also pcdcs- 
trian in spotse Stcamcr chair telk isn't always funny, cvcen in o farec.-Curric, 


TV May panned 


Chevrolct Tele-Theatre'’s production of Robert Garland's “At Night Al2 Cats arc 
Groy" didn't ratc a “pro” rovicw from Varicty*s tolcvision reporter, Calling it a 
“deliberately artificial comedy thet didn't have sufficicnt wit to cerry it off", 
Varicty pointcd out that this 2gain provos that somcone who cen tcll the difference 
between a good and a bad cgg docsn*t have to know how to lay ono. 
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Tho Father 


a. Commonwoal --Cone= A vory dull doal indced, Off Broadway production was much 
better, Amount of iliogic, seioneo and nensens? in script is not startling 
enough to keop tho pisct on th forceround of astontiens: Paclans 


b, George Joan In wte of waat cc lleagues say paay 43 modern and 
supcrior to tho numcrous enia is hes ir But the stage dirccticn ond porforn- 
ance of this production is datadc, vy Nool Coward or Zoro Mostcl in icad,» could be 
Worse miscastings Christians still playing "Mamo” with altcrneting ovcrtones of 
Theda Bara and Mao West. 


Texas Li'l Derlin’ 


Ce George Jean Nathan --Proe- Offers some intecrmittcnt mild diversion and may bo 
visited without too much suffcring, maybc. Delmar charactcr and gags arc straight 
Out of a number of comedy political filmse Several of tuncs are catchy, soric fresher 
Omusing moments, some cncrgetic hoofing, 


The Closing Door 


d, Varicty --Con-- Undendably tense moment, but suspense is not sustained, too 
much csoteric palaver, Knox wrotc sclf showy part, somc of lengthy specchos defcat 
hime Dircction fails to give pace to slow passagese=Hobce 


Billboard -<Pro-= Despite some heavy-handed dircction, and a few moments of 
pure hokum, it unveils as suspenseful chiller which will sect fem pew buycrs to claw- 
ing at their cscorts' armse Knox writton self a really helluva part, over all oxcel- 
lent supporting cast.-Francis. 


f, Cue --Con-- Maybe is played for out-and-out spine-chillcr, it might have boon 
2t lcoast some icicle point to it. Maybe if direction didn't hang such a heavy air of 
hospital pain upon overy semiethrill, Maybcese-Gabricl. 


go Time --Con-= Grucsomcness that frays the norvos rather thon tinglcs the spino 
Not particulorly boring, it's just not much fune Actor Knox with his lowe-kcycd, bo- 
liovable porformance proves playwright Knox's strongest ally. 


he Nowsweck --Con-- Morc tcdious then oxciting. Major trouble is that Knox 
writton solf fat role too rich in moods and speechese The charactcr is inflated at 
the molodram”s cxponse» 

i. New Yorker --Con-=- Onc bolated moment of ghastliness is too little and too 
late (céme at 10827 PM). Knox the actor more succcssful than Knox the cuthore 
Nolen's role struke mc as making little or no scnsce-Gibbse 


Koy To NeYeCe Criticisa At A Glance 


Revicwers arc rated as to how thcy like the show, not if they think it will bo a 
hite, "Pro}, moans tho poviowor ‘ccommcnds the show for ay cntcptaining or stimulating 
sygnipe: moans focommond t 4s suche ‘“So-50" means the rovicwer 

dn*t“statc his profcronce dircctlys 


le. NY Timos lle Newerk News 21. Catholic World 
NY Herald Tribune 12. Women’s Wear Daily | 22. Commonweal 
NY News 13. Daily Workor 230 Cuc 
NY Mirror 14, Wall. St. Journal 24, Ch, Scis Monitor 
NY Compass (Star, Al) | -15..Journel of Commerce 25, Sat, Revicw Lit. 
NY Post 16. Gcorge J» Nathan 26. Ncwswock 
NY Sun Morning Tolegraph 272 Timc 
NY Journel Amcrican Vardcty 28, Nation 
NY World Tolegram 19. Billboard’ - 292 Now Republic 

10. Brooklyn Eaglo 20. Theatre Arts: 30. New Yorker 


= 


NeYeC~ Criticism At A Glancg sec page 841 for kcy 


A Streetcar Nam god Dosiro-Barrymorc, 12/3/47. Prot Be 
5=1 2 620929" 300 Con: 13-~ 21924, SoeSur 


Born 2/2/45 ALL 29 critics vetoed 


Doath Of a 2/10/49, 28 votcs» Cont lation Time 


Dotoctive StoryeHudson, 3/23/69, Prod 591 
23-26-27 = 300 


Diamond Lil-Plymouth, 2/5,/49- 30 reviews for Mace 30 revicws against her playe 


I Know My LovoeShubert, 11/1/49. Prow 
26, Cont 


Kiss Mc, Kate=Century, 12/31/49. Pros 28 votcse Cons New Republics So-So% 
No reviow in Nation. 


Lond An FareMonsficld, 12/16/28. Pros 
1428. 


Lost_In Tho Stars-Music Box, 10/30/49, Prot 1=2+3-5-6-7-10-11l912-14-15-17-18- 
Con’ 513-29. So-got 14°28, 


Miss Libcrty-Impcrial, 7/15/49. Prot Cons 
292 396-9-21-26, 


Mistcr Robcrts-Alving 2/13/49. Prot 
Cont 24, So-Sot 2-15-17. | 

Uontscrrat-Fultony 10/29/49. Prot Cont 1-4+7-10-14- 
16-1 942 So-Sot 2=15~17. 


Regina=46th Strect Thoatrc, 10/31/49e Prod 
27°300 Cons So-Sot 1-23. 


South Pacific-Majcstic, 4/8/29 PLO} 
26-30. So#Sot 24027, 


Toxos 11/25/49. Pros Cont 1-4-7-8-18~ 
23-30, So=S0t 


That Lady-Bock, 11/22/49. Pros 1-9-10-11-19. Cont 
26-27-26=30. So=Sot 4-7. 


Tho Closing Door-Empiro, 12/1/49. Prot 2-9-10-1l. Cont 1-3-4=6-12. So-So8 5- 
Thc Fother-Cort, 11/16/49, Pros Cons 4-15 
19*2%2%30. GowSos 

The Medwomon of Pros 

Touch And Go-Broadhursty 10/13/49. Pros 
28=30, Cont So-Sot 8-10-29. 

Where*s Charloy?-St. Jamcs, 10/11/49, Pros 
29=30, Sond 67-12 "13-16-1942 So=§08 


_M'Lord=Booth, 10/4/49. Prot Cons l- 


So-So8 10-12-16, 
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